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Feb. 1893. Seventy-third Annual General Meeting. 

lesson, more eloquent than speech. From the time of his first 
great discovery scientific honours were showered upon him, but 
they left him as they found him—modest, gentle, and sincere. 
Controversies raged for a time around his name, national and 
scientific rivalries were stirred up concerniug his work and its 
reception, but he took no part in them, and would generously 
have yielded to others’ claims more than his greatest contem¬ 
poraries would allow to be just. With a single mind for pure 
knowledge he pursued his studies, here bringing a whole chaos 
into cosmic order, there vindicating the supremacy of a natural 
law beyond the imagined limits of its operation; now tracing 
and abolishing errors that had crept into the calculations of the 
acknowledged masters of his craft, and now giving time and 
strength to resolving the self-made difficulties of a mere be¬ 
ginner, and all the time with so little thought of winning recog¬ 
nition or applause that much of his most perfect work remained 
for long, or still remains, unpublished.” 

He was suddenly attacked by severe illness at the end of 
October 1889, but he recovered sufficiently to resume his mathe¬ 
matical work in the usual way for several months. In June of 
the following year he was again attacked by an illness from 
which he never completely recovered, and he passed away on 
the early morning of January 21, 1892, after being confined to 
his bed for ten weeks. The funeral service took place in Pem¬ 
broke College Chapel, and he was interred in St. Giles’s Ceme¬ 
tery, on the Huntingdon Road. There were many who thought 
that his resting-place should have been in Westminster Abbey, 
and a royal wish was expressed to this effect; but it is perhaps 
more fitting that he should lie in this quiet graveyard close to 
the Observatory where he passed so many happy and peaceful 
years. 

On February 20 a public meeting was held at St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, with the view of taking steps to place a 
bust or other memorial of him in Westminster Abbey. The 
proceedings on this representative occasion bore eloquent testi¬ 
mony to the admiration and affection in which he was held by 
his friends, and to the widespread wish throughout the country 
for such a memorial to one who was not only a great but a good 
man. No suitable site for a bust could be found in the Abbey, 
but a medallion will be placed in an excellent position close 
to the grave of Newton. This medallion is being executed by 
Mr. Bruce Joy, who is also engaged upon a bust for presentation 
to St. John’s College. It may be added that five years ago an 
excellent portrait was painted by Herkomer, which is now in 
the Combination Room of Pembroke College. j. w. l. g. 

Charles Orchard Dayman was born 1803 July 9. In 1820 
he went as a pensioner to St. John’s College, Cambridge, of 
which he became a scholar, and in 1824 took his B.A. degree as 
third Senior Optime. He won in 1826, but did not accept, a 


© Royal Astronomical Society • Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


Downloaded from http://mnras.oxfordjoumals.org/ at Univ of Iowa-Law Library on July 2, 2015 




18 93MNRAS..53..209. 


210 Mejport of the Council to the lui. 4, 

Platt Fellowship at his college, and was called to the Bar in 1829. 
He was a revising barrister for the South Devon boroughs and 
afterwards for South Wilts, and in 1856 was appointed a magis¬ 
trate of the metropolitan police courts, which office he resigned 
in 1871. Having purchased an excellent refractor by Cooke 
of York of 5 inches aperture, and Smyth’s “ Celestial Cycle,” 
he amused himself with a study of the heavens, and in or about 
1858 he prepared for Mr. Stanford a new edition of the smaller 
celestial maps of the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Know¬ 
ledge containing all the objects in the Cycle. His telescope 
became the property of his friend, the late Francis Barrow, 
F.R.A.S. He was one of the nineteen members of the old 
Spitalfields Mathematical Society who were elected Fellows of 
this Society on 1845 June 13, “ without payment of the usual 
admission fees and annual contributions (or compositions in lieu 
thereof), the Mathematical Society having announced its resolu¬ 
tion to transfer its valuable library, with its records and memo¬ 
rials, to the Royal Astronomical Society ” (Monthly Notices , 
vol. vi. p. 25). Of the nineteen, one on]y now survives, two 
having died within the past year. Mr. Dayman did not contri¬ 
bute any papers to the Society. He died on 1892 January 22, 
in his 89th year. [The above, down to the words “Francis 
Barrow, F.R.A.S.,” is literally transcribed from a sheet of note- 
paper in Mr. Dayman’s handwriting, found among his papers 
after death. Mr. Dayman wrote the notice of his friend Mr. 
Chabot, also one of the Spitalfields Mathematical Society, 
printed in Monthly Notices , vol. xxix. p. 123; and this sheet of 
note-paper was probably written for the Monthly Notices in the 
event of his own death.] 

Robert Grant was bora at Grantown-on-Spey, N.B., on 
1814 June 17. Bus father, Mr. Robert Grant, was a much 
respected tradesman of that town. He received the elements of 
education at the endowed school, which was established by the 
Earl of Seafield, proprietor of the district, and which provided 
for instruction in the ordinary branches of education, including 
the elements of Greek and Latin, in order that the youth of the 
district should receive the preparatory course of instruction 
requisite for entering any of the Scottish universities. In this 
school young Grant exhibited early indications of being an intel¬ 
ligent youth, with more than usual precocity. At the age of 
nine he commenced the study of Latin, and soon made rapid 
progress in this and other subjects. But while enjoying the 
prospect of a promising boyhood, his studies were, at the age 
of thirteen, interrupted by a serious and long-continued illness, 
which for six of the most important years of his youth incapaci¬ 
tated him for all school-work. During this long period, when 
most young men are actively preparing for their future position 
in life, young Grant was helplessly confined to a bed of lingering 
sickness, and dependent solely on the affectionate care of his 
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